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Reimagining Pre-K: Innovative Early Learning Center Debuts Near 

Houston 

First-of-its-Kind School for the Area is Part Classroom, Part Museum  

When Pre-K students in Alief ISD begin their school year this August, they might 

not want to go home at the end of the day. Located in a suburb of southwest 

Houston, The Martinez Early Learning Center will transform the traditional 

classroom environment into an inspirational learning area that encourages 

students to touch, play, and explore.  

“This concept is the first of its kind in the Houston area,” says Kimberly N. Smith, 

Alief ISD’s Director of Public Relations and Communications. “The district saw a 

need to expand Pre-K to a full day and wanted to offer students an innovative 

learning environment where they could thrive.”  

Inside the 75,000 square-foot facility, hands-on exhibits are complemented by 

vibrant decor, bringing lessons to life. There are minimal desks and tables which 

encourage movement and an interactive learning experience where about 450 

students are given full creative license.  



“The focus of this center is to provide purposeful and playful experiences,” says 

Smith, “ones that build important background knowledge and the necessary 

vocabulary for kindergarten readiness, as well as for success in the later grades.”  

Twelve themed classrooms, referred to as “houses,” are categorized into 

“neighborhoods” such as discovery, inquiry, and voyages. Early learners 

experience various ideas such as space exploration, fossils, life cycles, farming, 

even tasks like “how to take care of your pets at home.” Imagination takes shape 

as each student encounters a new exhibit.  

“I haven’t been this excited about a project in quite some time,” says Timothy 

Banes, AIA, Principal Architect with Huckabee, the designer on the Alief ISD 

project. “I don’t care how old you are, when you experience it, you will revert 

back to your childhood.”  

The early learning center is modeled after a school that opened three years ago in 

Mansfield, Texas, called Jandrucko Academy for Early Learners. The unique Pre-K 

set the bar high for early education and continues to influence academic decision 

makers across the country. In 2015, a bond referendum was approved by Alief ISD 

voters which provided funding for Martinez Early Learning Center. The school is 

designed by Huckabee and built by Bartlett Cocke General Contractors (BCGC). 

“Having two kids of my own I can see the importance of kids having this 

foundation,” says Warren Parker, BCGC’s Senior Project Manager for the facility. 



“Some of these children wouldn’t have the means to attend this type of school 

and this gives them the opportunity.” 

Martinez Early Learning Center will officially come to life on Monday, August 8, 

2022, when early learners enter the immersive Pre-K for the first time.  


